
In reading through the New Testament, I have been blessed and challenged by 

the many times the writers give thanks to God for the faithfulness of Christ that 

is being lived out by the believers.  These are the words of praise and thanks to 

God that Paul shared with the believers in the church at Thessalonica.  “We 

ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters, and rightly so, be-

cause your faith is growing more and more, and the love all of you have for 

one another is increasing.  Therefore, among God’s churches, we boast about 

your perseverance and faith in all the persecution and trials you are enduring.”   

 

I want to take this opportunity to express great thanks and praise to the youth 

and the youth leadership for their desire to grow in Christ and to be people 

who offer love and support to each other.  The teenage years are a time of great 

discovery, and what a blessing it is to have youth leaders who can help our 

young people discover the way, truth, and the life of Jesus.  The world works 

hard to get people to discover all of its earthly pleasures that eventually, as the 

Bibles says, will lead to everlasting destruction.   

 

As a church, we are blessed to have youth leaders who work hard to help our 

youth discover and live the Christian life that will lead to eternal life.   

 

May we all join in giving thanks to God for the great faith in Christ our youth 

have and for the excellent leadership that is being given by our youth leaders.  

We need to keep them in our prayers and speak words of blessing and encour-

agement in order to keep them strong in their faith and protected from the evil 

one.  

 

Finally, thank you, youth, for the great meal you provided to your youth lead-

ers, parents, and pastors on February 22.  It was a testimony to the servant love 

of Jesus you have within your hearts and lives.  May we all offer our prayers 

and thanks often for our youth and youth leadership!  

Thank You, Youth and Youth Leaders 
Scott Swartzendruber 
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A Story in Pictures, February 4, 2015 
All Church Sewing was well attended in spite of the snow on the ground and very cold weather. The atmosphere 
was cheery, the meal was delicious, and a lot of work was done. Ten comforters were knotted, 18 college student/
service participant boxes were filled, and many bandages were sewn and rolled, plus a quilt was being quilted. All 

who attended had a very good time.  

The Knotters 

Gramma & Grands work together. 
This one works underneath The Quilters 

The Bandage Makers 

This is seriously hard work!  

Hey, somebody has to supervise! 
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The Boxers The Cooks 

The Supper 

The Willing Eaters 

The Cleaner  

Uppers 

“Many Hands Make Light 

Work”...and get the job done.  

 

THANK YOU KMC’ers! 



March has arrived and hopefully it will be 
a great month for nicer weather and some 
great basketball.  Now for the KMC 
news….. 
Derald Bender wrote an article that won 
1st  place in the “Love of my Life” contest 
in the February 12th issue of the Kalona 
News.  It was a nice story about him and 
Marilyn as they were first dating and go-
ing to the car races and also to Chicago to 
a Mennonite Youth Convention.  That arti-
cle was a very nice Valentine’s present to 
Marilyn.  Keep up the good work! 
 
Bailey Schrock has moved back to the 
community from Washington DC.  She 
will be working at Crowded Closet in Io-
wa City where 
she will be the 
Workroom Su-
pervisor.  Wel-
come home, 
Bailey. 
 
Jonathan 
Koerner had an 
art show at the 
University of 
Iowa on Feb. 7th.  He showed some sculp-
tures and ceramic pieces; the show was 
necessary for him to earn his bachelor de-
gree in Fine Arts.  Congratulations! 
 

KMC had a number of people that went 
down to Haiti to help at Water for Life.  
Those that went were; Merle Beachy, John 
Schrock, Jim & Sandy Gingerich, Ez 
Schrock, Jacob Lehman, Doug Slaubaugh, 
and Ronnie & Fannie Miller.  They had 
various work projects, which included car-
pentry, masonry, etc.  Everyday the sun 
would shine and the temperature was in 
the high 80’s.  Unfortunately they had one 
accident when John Schrock fell off some 
scaffolding and broke his wrist.  After vis-
iting three hospitals and paying a bill of 
$120, he came home from Haiti with a 
“pink” cast on his forearm!  We are glad 
you all made it home safely. We just wish 
you would have brought some of that 
warm weather back with you! 
 
Also, there was a wedding in Haiti right 
before most of the KMC work crew ar-
rived.  Troy Miller married a Haitian lady 
by the name of Vilna.  Most of Troy’s 
family were there for the occasion.  Con-
gratulations, Troy & Vilna. 
 
We hope you have a good month of 
March.  So long for now.  

These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of marriage,  

or 80 years or more of life.  

Don’t forget to send a card! The addresses are in your church directory. 

 

Birthday:  

Verla Lewis: March 6 

Mahlon Leichty: March 21 

Leo Schrock: March 22 

Leta Mae Schneider: March 24 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING!!! 
Ed V. & Carol Miller  

Congratulations! 
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As I write this I am nearing the end of a couple of weeks 

off from work.  I took the time off because I was becom-

ing totally burnt out, not just with work but with pretty 

much everything.  My mind had become full of “to do” 

lists rolling around continuously reminding me that they 

were either not getting done or not getting done as well as 

I would prefer.  When my mind gets to this point I am no 

fun to be around, not even for myself.  So I took some 

time off to improve my state of mind. 

That brings me to a few days before I return to my normal 

working schedule.  I must admit that I still feel a little 

seared, but a lot better than I had been feeling.  To start 

my time off I knew I wanted to focus on hearing God and 

the only way to be able to do that I needed to clear my 

mind from all of the clutter.  So the first thing I did was a 

four day fast.  What I found out was that it was a lot easi-

er for me to not eat than to not have a “to do” list that I 

was trying desperately to accomplish.  The battle I needed 

to win, in order to hear God, was to rid myself of the need 

to list out what I had done at the end of the day.  I was 

using it to prove I had used my day well.  Every time I 

tried to spend time with God I would have thoughts flow-

ing through my head like you need to dust that or you re-

ally need to clean out that closet or you need to organize 

the event that is coming up or some other task that took 

my eyes off God.  It was a big problem in my relationship 

with God, but now I can see it for what it is.  It is a barrier 

in my growing closer to God.  So now with God’s help I 

am addressing it and making some progress.   

Once I started to allow myself to not have an agenda I 

have become more aware of God working in my life.  For 

example, during the New Testament Challenge God has 

been highlighting the importance of faith and belief to 

me.  This message has hit me in one way or another al-

most every day.   In John, Jesus told Martha, “Did I not 

tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of 

God.”   Many times in the Gospels Jesus explains that 

miracles did not happen because of people’s lack of be-

lief.  I could write about many examples of where God 

showed me through His Word how vital belief is to my 

walk with Him.  If I don’t fully believe, I will miss seeing 

God’s glory.  If I don’t believe, some miracles might not 

happen. 

This reminds me of something that a person said to me 

when I was at a Christian conference last fall.  They 

stopped me and asked me if I was willing to accept what 

Christ was giving me.  You see, I had been struggling 

with pain and lack of mobility in my neck.  People had 

prayed for healing.  Now a few hours later he urgently 

grabbed my arm, looked me directly in my eyes and asked 

me if I was willing to accept what Christ was giving me.  

I said yes and I meant it, but doubt has come in since that 

moment.  I am convinced that that what has held up my 

neck being completely healed are those doubts that I al-

low to wiggle in.  I am working on belief.  The Bible tells 

me that God heals.  I believe the Bible is God’s Word.  

Lack of belief in healing is calling God a liar.  God is not 

a liar.  I am praying for the gift of faith from the Holy 

Spirit (I Corinthians 12).  I want to always believe God. 

Another thing I was told at that conference is that for my 

life to be what God intends for it to be it will come down 

to my heart.  If I get my heart right I will accomplish what 

God wants.  There are scriptures that tell us that out of the 

mouth flows our heart. I was reminded of this as I was 

reading about the woman at the well.  We are told that 

many of the Samaritans from that town believed in Him 

because of the woman’s testimony.  She got her heart 

right, testimony flowed out of it and people believed!  

Praise God. Look at John the Baptist.  In John 10, 

“Though John never performed a sign, all that John 

said about this man was true.  And in that place many 

believed in Jesus.”  John’s words coming from his heart 

helped people to believe.   

(Continued on page 6) 

 

In Pursuit 

Dawn Wyse 
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(In Pursuit continued from page 5) 

Words from a heart of belief matter.  

That is how we can share Christ with 

the world.  Psalm 145:4-7 says “One 

generation will declare Your works to 

the next and will proclaim Your 

mighty acts.  I will speak of Your 

splendor and glorious majesty and 

Your wonderful works.  They will pro-

claim the power of Your awe-inspiring 

acts, and I will declare Your great-

ness.  They will give a testimony of 

Your great goodness and will joyfully 

sing of Your righteousness.”  It is im-

portant to do this.  Psalm 78:4.  “We 

must not hide them from their chil-

dren but must tell a future generation 

the praises of the Lord, His might, 

and the wonderful works He has per-

formed.”  It is wrong to not share what 

God has done and is doing in our lives. 

This is not bragging about you and 

your life.  This is about praising God 

and giving Him glory for what He has 

done.  It is also about opening the door 

so others will believe. 

At the end of the day I need to be look-

ing at the things that God is accom-

plishing, not at what I got done off my 

lists.  With my eyes on God, every-

thing will fall into place.  My job is to 

believe, keep my heart right and testify 

to the glory of God.  That is my prayer 

request.  I hope it is yours as well.   

As always, in pursuit. 

Sunday, February 22, 2015 — Young Adult and Young Families Sunday School Classes enjoyed a 

potluck lunch following Sunday School. Great food, conversation and playtime for the children!  


